In a paper I recently read before the members of the Medical Society of Liverpool, I drew their attention to the great benefit to be derived from the use of ansetliesia in the treatment of certain forms of puerperal mania. In consequence of the favourable opinions that have been expressed with reference to the paper, and as I believe the subject considered in it is one of much importance, I have been induced to revise the paper, and
give it its present form. She had a great tendency to injure herself, and if an opportunity were allowed her, she would knock her limbs and head against the walls, and on two or three occasions she thrust her head through panes of glass. Frequently she would refuse food for an entire day, and on the next, eat everything placed before her. She was allowed any thing she would take ; but she continued up to this period much emaciated. She went on with but little alteration for two months, the chloroform being occasionally administered, and also the beef-tea enemata. She subsequently began to improve, and at the end of the seventh month she was discharged at the request of her friends, nearly well.
I have lately learned that after her discharge she perfectly recovered, and continues well. directly to the disease will be attended by little or no benefit; but by using chloroform in the manner I have described, for the purpose of calming the excitemcnt, of producing rest, and as a means of introducing food into the system, the physical depression and tendency to sinking from exhaustion may be avoided, and we may hope that the nervous system will have time to recover from the shock it has sustained, and life may thus be saved.
